	Academic information for students
The majority of incoming students enroll for a semester either at the undergraduate (bachelor’s) or graduate (master’s) level. The School offers a wide range of courses among the following programs:

Bachelor level:

1. Area Studies:

· European Studies

· North-American Studies

2. International Relations:

· World Politics

· Theory and History of International Relations

· International Humanitarian Links

Master level:

1. Area Studies:

· European Studies

· North-American Studies

· Baltic and Northern States

· Asia Pacific Studies

· Commonwealth of Independent States Studies

2. International Relations:

· World Politics

· Diplomacy of Russia and Foreign States

· International Cooperation in the Sphere of Environment and Development

· Theory of International Relations and Foreign Policy Analysis 

PhD Students are also welcome for the following two programs:

· Political Issues of International Relations and Global Development

· History of International Relations and Foreign Policy 



	Credit System
The School of International Relations uses credit system along with SIR grading system to award grades for programs. The number of credits per course is fixed. 
Pass or fail – 3 credits (ECTS)

Exam – 4 credits (ECTS)
It is not possible to earn extra or partial credit either by exceeding course requirements or by completing only certain requirements.  If your university requires detailed information of the course or your study process during the semester you may ask your professor for a course description.

Recommended Course Workload
You should follow your home university’s guidelines regarding required workload per semester. However we recommend that you take about four(4) to six(6). At the same time you must take 3 out of 5 courses opened for non-degree students . All other courses are not obligatory.
Please note that you may not take more that 10 courses. Russian language classes are not included in this number. 

Language of Instruction
The primary language of instruction at the School is Russian. However, students with little or no knowledge of Russian have a selection of courses in English to choose from. Courses are offered in English at both the bachelor’s and master’s level and are available in core areas such as History of International Relations, Russian Foreign Policy and etc. 



	Course Selection
In general you may select courses from any subject area at the bachelor’s or master’s level depending on your level of study at your home university. Priority for student’s coming under agreement between School of International Relations and your home university are courses conducted in English.  Bachelor student’s can not enroll in master’s courses. Master students can be enrolled in both bachelor’s and master’s courses. 

Course Format
Normally, courses are held as lectures or seminars.  On bachelor level most courses have both lectures and seminars. On master’s level, courses normally have mixed format, as groups are smaller and open discussion is possible. 

Learning Expectations and Assessment
Course attendance and participation is mandatory. Normally, seminars on a bachelor’s level are not obligatory, however you must have professors permission to miss seminars. Depending on the course, assessment will be based on factors such as term papers, presentation, group work and final exams. More specific details about what will be required in each class – particularly with regard to exams – can be asked with the professor at the beginning of the semester. 
Course Registration

Upon your arrival you will receive an Individual Study Plan that is to be filled in no later than 3rd week of the semester. During the first two weeks of the semester  you can attend the courses that interest you. As you determine which classes you want to take you must confirm with each professor that you have his or her permission to enroll. It is usually sufficient to ask for permission in person. 

Once you have the professor’s permission  you can complete the Individual Study Plan.

Adding and Dropping Courses
During the first two weeks of the semester you may add courses once your professors have approved your enrollment. After this two-week period you may no longer add courses. Courses may be dropped from your Study Plan up to two weeks before the semester ends. You must also inform International Office what course you have dropped. 

Timetable for non-degree students (obligatory).
Fall Semester
· Russian Foreign Policy in the 20th century
· Russia – EU Relations
· Principles and Methods of Contemporary Diplomacy
· Russia and Globalization
· Russian Orthodox Church and Russian Foreign Policy
Spring Semester
· Russian Foreign Policy in the 20th Century
· History of Russia
· Russia – EU Relations
· Russian and European Security
· Could War through Documents and Interpretations
Examinations
There are two types of final examination at the end of the course: pass/fail system and exam. To find out which type of examination you will have to take for each of your courses, please check it with the professor. Both of these types take place after the semester has ended. 

Pass/fail system (in Russian “zachet”): normally they take place during the last week of the semester (last week of December, last week of May). You are not given grades for this examination.

Exams: normally they take place during one month (January and June), and you are given grades (see Russian Grade System).

Dates of the examination are fixed (the schedule is normally ready by the middle of December/middle of May) and it is not possible to take the exam earlier or later than the scheduled date. However if you have specific reasons (e.g. sickness or your home university request) you may ask for different examination dates. In this case please apply to the International Office. You will also need to have a permission of the professor.

Important: exams for guest students are not mandatory, however you need to consult your home university on this issue. If you do not take exams, obviously, you won’t be given credits and grades.
Examination Language
Normally, the exam language is the same as the course language. 
Examinations Failed
Students are permitted to re-take examination twice: first time to the professor and second time to the commission of professors. If you fail the examination for three times, the course won’t be added to your final certificate or will be added with the note: “failed” and of course you won’t be given any credits for this course.
Individual Study Plan
Individual Study Plan is an official document. When you fill it with the courses the Plan is signed by the Vice-Dean for International Relations. 

When the examination period starts you need to borrow your Plan from the International Office. Professors need to put your grade and sign when the exam is passed. 

After the Individual Plan is filled you need to bring it back to the International Office, so we could prepare a Transcript.

After your Individual plan is completed, please bring it to the International Office, so we could confirm it. You may receive your Individual plan back in the end of the semester to give you marks for exams.

Certificate.

International Office will issue an official Certificate for each student based on his or her course enrollment information. The Certificate will indicate the following:

· Courses attended

· Number of Hours

· Credits

· Grades

Please note that if you decide not to pass exams you still will be issued a transcript, however instead of “grades” it will be mentioned “attended”. Courses indicated as “attended” do not receive Credits.

Once we receive your Individual Study Plan we will process your transcript as soon as possible. This usually takes about 5-10 days. We will give you out the certificate in person or will sent it to your study abroad program at your home university or directly to the address that you specify.
Grading

Your transcript includes a complete listing of all your courses with SIR grades:

SIR Grade

5

Excellent

4

Good

3

Satisfactory

2

Unsatisfactory




